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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Conservation Commission 
 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

MINUTES 
 

August 3, 2021 
 
 

Call to order 
 

Chairman Moran called the public meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. with the presence of a quorum. 
 

Members present virtually  
 

Chairman Jason Moran, Vice Chairman Andrew Kawczak, Jason Canales, Adam Galambos, and Elena Traister 
 

Members absent 
 

Tim Lescarbeau 
 

Others present virtually  
 

Andre-Anne Chenaille, Bonnie Howland, and Charlie LaBatt 
 

Chairman’s statement 
 

Chairman Moran read the following statement regarding virtual meetings: 
 

Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 
30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number of people that may gather 
in one place, this public hearing of the North Adams Conservation Commission is being conducted via remote 
participation. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but the public can listen to this meeting 
while in progress by via teleconference at zoom.us. Members of the public attending this meeting virtually will be allowed 
to make comments if they wish to do so, during the portion of the hearing designated for public comment, by 
teleconference. This meeting is being recorded. 
 

New business 
 

• A Request for Determination of Applicability submitted by Bonnie Howland for property located at 923 
Massachusetts Avenue to determine whether the work depicted on plan(s) submitted is subject to the Wetlands 
Protection Act. 

 

Chairman Moran opened the meeting to Bonnie Howland. Ms. Howland explained the location of the four trees that she 
would like to cut down in relation to the nearby stream. 
 
Chairman Moran inquired about whether she planned to drop the trees and leave the stumps. Ms. Howland explained that 
the tree company planned to limb the tree, save the larger chunks for her to burn as firewood, and leave the stumps. 
Chairman Moran also inquired about whether it would be used for firewood as noted in Ms. Howland’s prior explanation.  
 
Chairman Moran explained that there are three regulatory avenues that can be taken for this situation. The first one would 
be if there was a safety concern of the trees falling on the house, an emergency certification could be issued. The second 
would be the RDA, which she did file and the third option was whether the homeowner would use it for personal use for 
firewood. He feels that the RDA is the better choice. 
 
Chairman Moran requested questions from the commission.  
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Commissioner Galambos expressed concern about the proximity to the stream with the removal of the trees and what will 
happen to the stability of the bank over time. 
 
Commissioner Traister echoed that her only concern was that when the trees are taken out that the remaining vegetation 
and slope are left stable and that is addressed in the plan submitted. 
 
Chairman Moran clarified that Ms. Howland would like to start the work as soon as possible. Ms. Howland confirmed that 
they were just waiting for permission from the commission.  
 
Chairman Moran recommended that when the tree company is refueling or moving equipment, to do that in her parking lot 
to avoid accidental spillage near the resource area. 
 
Chairman Moran explained that he believed that a negative two determination would be applicable but also could be a 
negative three determination and requested a preference from the commission. Commissioner Kawczak stated that he 
would prefer the negative three determination because it would include the removal of trees, etc. Commissioner Canales 
seconded Commissioner Kawczak. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

• A Request for Determination of Applicability submitted by Guntlow & Associates, Inc. on behalf of Carl Davis 
for property located at 0 Pattison Road to determine whether the work depicted on plan(s) submitted is subject to 
the Wetlands Protection Act. 

 

Chairman Moran opened the meeting to Charlie LaBatt of Guntlow & Associates to explain the project. Mr. LaBatt 
explained that the work is in buffer zone for a new residential house on a vacant lot. The bulk of the work is outside of the 
buffer zone. There is some grading work in the buffer zone. The proposed water line is from the Williamstown main that 
leaves the reservoir. That work would happen in the roadway. It would cross under an existing culvert to an intermittent 
stream on the west side of the lot. They don’t anticipate any resource impact at all. They are requesting a negative three 
determination recognizing that they are in the buffer zone but they will not alter any resources. 
 
Chairman Moran inquired about passing under a culvert and whether the physical area inside of a culvert is considered a 
resource area. Mr. LaBatt explained that when the water courses in a pipe it’s considered a resource area. It’s hard with 
intermittent streams because you don’t have a land under water because they dry out but you are supposed to have two 
banks or a bank and that is the inside of the culvert. The inside of the culvert is protected by the outside of the culvert in 
his mind. They still recognize the intermittent stream as existing there as well as a buffer zone to it. If you were replacing 
the culvert you would be impacting whatever linear feet that would be there of that bank. Most commissions and DEP 
don’t recognize bank within a culvert to actually have any valuable habitat but they do recognize it as a bank impact – if 
you were replacing a culvert. In this case, they would just be tunneling underneath it to provide the typical five-foot burial 
depth on a water line so it doesn’t freeze in the winter.  
 
Chairman Moran requested questions from the commission. 
 
Commissioner Traister inquired about there being water to the property but not sewer. Mr. LaBatt confirmed and noted 
that the water is from Williamstown even though the lot is in North Adams.  
 
Commissioner Traister inquired about the location of the driveway being in the buffer zone and close to the intermittent 
stream, it’s actually a culvert. Mr. LaBatt confirmed and explained that it opens up right there and it’s very close but they 
felt that it wouldn’t require any tree removal and there’s an unvegetated access way right there so the limited amount of 
work to provide an entrance with some erosion control should be fairly easily contained and not impact the resource areas. 
Commissioner Traister expressed concern about the location of the driveway and whether they could move it a little as she 
is concerned about runoff and particulates and salt in the winter even though it’s buffered. Mr. LaBatt stated that they 
would accept a condition that requires them to construct a separate ditch line or swale on the stream side of the driveway to 
allow that runoff to go away from the stream in to a large meadow/open area. They could collect it in a swale and guide it 
outside of the buffer zone in to a raingarden. 
 
Chairman Moran inquired about the timeline. Mr. LaBatt stated that they were hoping to begin in August.  
 
Chairman Moran stated that the applicant is seeking a negative three determination and noted that would be appropriate as 
Commissioner Traister requested a condition be added to add a swale to the west/northwest side of the driveway. 
Chairman Moran requested a motion from the commission. Commissioner Traister made a motion to approve the negative 
three determination with the added condition. Commissioner Galambos seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 
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Approval of minutes 
 

• Public meeting – June 30, 2021 
 

Chairman Moran requested a motion to approve the minutes of June 30, 2021. Commissioner Traister made a motion to 
accept the minutes. Commissioner Kawczak seconded the motion. Chairman Moran abstained. All in favor. Motion 
carried. 
 

Adjournment 
 

Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Michelle Ells 
Conservation Commission Secretary 

 


